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On June· 30, Professor Frank w. Andrew '47 will retire, followed on August 31 by 
Professor Ralph c. Hay. Both of these men have spent their professional lives in 
the service of agriculture. Illinois farm · iculturally related busi-
nesses have felt their influence and have b ne 1te from the knowledge of these de-
voted agricultural engineers . The Department Lartan .ing a party and dinner in 
their honor. It is to be held in the Colony om at e ana-Lincoln Hotel, Lin-
coln Square, Urbana, beginning at 6:30 on , e 8. Dinner tickets 
are $5 each, with a choice between baked ham an red snapper. If you would like 
to join us, please write or call. Reservations requested after June 4 can be made 
only with considerable difficulty. 
SAD LOSSES 
Word has been received of the death· of Homer G. Dickson, Yorkville. He was a Past 
President of the Illinois Retail Farm Equipment Association and a staunch supporter 
of the Agricultural Engineering program on the Urbana-Champaign Campus of the Uni-
versity of Illinois. 
Another loyal friend of the Department, Eugene B. Whitsell, died on March 28 in 
Belvidere. Gene was Field Director for the Illinois Retail Farm Equipment Asso-
ciation, with headquarters in Peoria. 
An enthusiastic supporter of the Departmental program, John w. Balzer, Springfield 
Branch, International Harvester Company, died recently in a Springfield hospital. 
John served the Department in many ways during the time he was with the Peoria 
Branch of International Hantester. He appeared in a motion picture telling about 
the UI Agricultural Engineering programs, and was instrumental in keeping current 
the industrially supplied teaching aids used in power and machinery c~urses. 
Mary Ayers, wife of Richard "Dick" Ayers, died on May 2 in Champaign. Mary had 
countless friends, including scores of agricultural engineers. Dick is a former 
member of the Department staff. For the past several years, he has been in busi-
ness in Bement. 
OUTSTANDING RECOGNITION 
The Agricultural Engineering Student Branch and the Department of Agricultural 
Engineering again participated in the University of Illinois Engineering Open 
House on March 10 and 11. The students' participation~ chaired by Ron Schneider, 
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represented an outstanding effort. Twenty-seven exhibits were on display in the 
Agricultural Engineering Building and the Research Laboratory. Many students par-
ticipated in setting up the displays and manning the exhibits for the two-day af-
fair. 
First and second place awards were given for exhibits in each of four categories. 
Of the eight awards, the Agricultural Engineering students' exhibits received four. 
Carl Winters received first place for his exhibit A Similitude Study of an Oxida-
tion Ditch, in the category for exhibits "that represent engineering in today's so-
ciety." John Roll with his exhibit on Anaerobic Digestion of Swine Manure and Earl 
Williams with his on Damage to Shelled Corn in Vertical Bucket Elevators received 
first and second place awards, respectively, for exhibits that "represent research 
in a given field." Randy Theis received a second place award for his exhibit on 
"Quality Grain Through Electrical Controls" in the category of exhibits that were 
built for demonstration only. Approximately 350 people viewed the Agricultural En-
gineering exhibits during the two-day period. 
The Student Branch and the Department received the award _for the Outstanding Depart-
ment in Open House. This award was based on the students' individual participation 
in Open Hbuse on college and departmental cornmrrttees, the quantity and quality of 
departmental exhibits, and the presentation by the students of the exhibits. 
The Open House weekend was concluded 
by the annual St. Pat's Ball, at which 
fifteen students from the College of 
Engineering were knighted into the 
Order of the Knights of St. Pat. Ron 
Schneider of Champaign, Earl Williams 
of Cherry Valley, Joe Teijido of Quincy, 
and Ron Elliott of Sheffield--all from 
the Agricultural Engineering Depart-
ment--were knighted. 
Several industries helped with the Ag-
ricultural Engineering Open House by 
providing industrial displays. These 
companies were International Harvester, 
John Deere, Ford, and Clay Equipment 
Company. 
The theme of the 1972 Engineering Open 
Hbuse was Engineering-- Key to Survival. 
Exhibits were to emphasize our daily 
dependence on technology and the impor-
tant role that engineering plays in 
solving environmental and social prob-
lems. This year's Engineering Open 
Hbuse was the twenty-first annual event 
in this series on the Urbana-Champaign 
Campus of the University of Illinois. 
ALUMNI NOTES 
University of Illinois, 1972 Engineering 
Open House winners and Knights of St. Pat 
from Agricultural Engineering. (FRONT 
ROW) Open House Exhibit winners (L-R) John 
Roll, Car 1 Winters, and Randy Theis. (SEC-
OND ROW) Knights of St. Pat (L-R) Ron 
Elliott,Ron Schneider (with the Outstand-
ing Department Award), Earl Williams (also 
an Open House Exhibit winner), and Joe 
Teijido. 
James E. Walter, Ag. Mech. '70, was a candidate in the recent election for the De-
Kalb Cotmty Board. His politicin' poster pictured Jim, wife Susan, and son Jamie. 
A .Democrat running in a nonnally Republican area, Jim made a good showing but was 
not elected. Jim's address is Rural Route 2, DeKalb, Illinois 60115. 
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On the front page of The Y's Indian for March, 1972 (published by the University 
YMCA-YWCA) is a picture of five students who were among the Bailey Scholarship 
recipients honored at a reception in February. Included was Miss Linda Paydon, 
the very attractive daughter of A. Stephen Paydon '40. Stephen is a farmer in 
the Plainfield area. 
Dale Barkley '65 has been named the winner of the Edgar County Outstanding Young 
Farmer Award. The annm.m.cement was made at a banquet sponsored locally by the 
Paris Jaycees on January 29. The contest is limited to yormg farmers 35 years of 
age or yormger. Judging is based on the individual's accomplishments in farming, 
use of proper conservation methods, and community activities. Dale, Mrs. Barkley, 
Dyke, and Denise were pictured in the March, 1972 issue of Current Hi-lights, pub-
lished by the Edgar Electric Cooperative Association. Dale's address is Route 1, 
Paris 61944. 
Harold A. Ralston '52 reports a change of home address. It is now 1404 Lincoln 
Road, Bettendorf, Iowa 52722. He continues his affiliation with the J.I. Case 
Company's Bettendorf Plant. 
AG MECHS HOST PURDUE 
On April 11, the University of Illinois Agri-
cultural Mechanization Club was the host as 
the Purdue Club came for a visit. Eleven 
Purdue Ag Mech students and Professor Ray Lien 
visited the campus and south farm during the 
afternoon and evening. Some twenty Illini Ag 
Mech Club members and ten staff members par-
ticipated. 
Arriving in the afternoon, the visitors were 
taken on a tour of the south farm area. A 
barbecue supper was prepared by the Agricul-
tural Engineering faculty members. This was 
followed by the highlighting of major teach- (L-R) Dr. James Curtis, Mr. Elbert 
ing, research, and public service activities Dickey, and Dr. Don L. Day prepare 
in the Department. Local arrangements were barbecued chicken for the Illini-
handled by Gary Dierolf, Illini Ag Mech Club. Purdue Ag Mech meeting. 
VICTORY 
Fresh off the ticker comes the news that the Agricultural Engineering Bowling Team 
won the "D" Division League Championship. Our regular bowlers were Jack Butler, 
Captain; Jim Curtis, Ralph Hay, Dean Hoag, Don I-hmt, Don Jedele, Art Muehling, and 
Gene Shove; substitutes, Don Day, Carroll Drablos, Glenn Hall, and Roger Yoerger. 
Don Hunt had the league high game for the year with a score of 237; Don Jedele was 
third high and Don Hunt fifth high in individual league averages at 171.6 and 166.1, 
respectively. 
Frank B. Lanham 
